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period in Cawnpore 47 per cent, families and 69 per cent occu-
pants lived in overcrowded dwellings. But today as high as 60
per cent, families and 85 per cent, occupants live in overcrowd-
ed quarters. As the wartime overcrowding in Cawnpore cannot
he compared with peacetime overcrowding in other centres only
pre-war figures are being taken into consideration. Even then
it will be seen that overcrowding in Cawnpore is quite alarming :

Area                                Number of overcrowded

families per hundred

Cawnpore                     ...        ..          47

Halifax                         ,.           ..            5.2

York                             ..           ..            2.4

Northampton                 ..           ..              .8

What a painful contrast ! Overcrowding in Cawnpore is un-
paralleled. It is a blot on civilization that workers in Cawnpore
should be doomed to live in dirt, disease and squalor, fi darkening
the sunshine of the world's health and prosperity by serving as a
reservoir of diseases, plagues and epidemics.7 The sad and harsh
memory of their grim poverty reflected in extremely overcrowded
and unhygienic conditions of living, lack of privacy and ordinary
family life will go down to several generations as one of the dark-
est pages in the history of our modern civilization. Considering
the phenomenal expansion of population in Cawnpore, one is not
very sure if the recent opening of the Hallett Hospital there would
-serve the needs of the entire community.
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ONE MAY  FIX A  CERTAIN DATE AND CALL EVERYTHING AFTER THAT
modern. But chronology by itself is deceptive because it is arbit-
rary. It is, therefore, honest to start with some specific literary
movement to which if a poem conforms it has to be acknowledged
as modern. This essay reviews such a movement. The poets